SESSION 3

THE

V A R S I T Y
Salutes THE VARSITY Since 1928

Year One: Learning Together
Over the course of this year, the Future of Our Block
Steering Committee has been engaged in a learning process,
pursuing conversations with our neighbors about where
they’ve been and where they’re going so that we might better
understand our place in the city and the neighborhood
that is taking shape around us. In our first two sessions, we
discussed what we’ve learned from our neighbors at Norfolk
Southern, community partners at Midtown Alliance and

MARTA, and our institutional neighbors at Georgia Tech
and Emory University Hospital Midtown. You can review
the handouts, presentation slides, and audio recordings
from these sessions online at futureofourblock.org.

During the summer and fall, we sought out and
engaged in conversation with service agencies, both
faith-based and secular, based in Midtown and further
afield around Atlanta. 

Learning From Service Agencies
Over the past five months, committee members have engaged in conversation with the leaders
of 40 service agencies, about 25% of which are faith-based, that provide education, advocacy,
healthcare, housing, food, shelter, job training, and more. We connected with many of these
organizations based on their existing relationships with our four core ministries, Covenant
Community, Threads, Refugee Ministries, and Midtown Assistance Center.
From these conversations, we learned about all of the incredible work that happens around us,
at all hours of the day and night, to serve vulnerable populations, including children, refugees,
and people experiencing a wide variety of crises from homelessness and food insecurity
to illness, violence, and more.

We asked the leaders of these
organizations two key questions
to find out more about the scope
of their work today and their
vision for the future:
1. What are your biggest challenges?
2. What do you perceive to be the unmet needs
of the communities you serve?

All Saints’ Core Ministries
Covenant Community
Midtown Assistance Center
Refugee Ministries
Threads

Agencies and Ministries Contacted

From their answers, we learned more
about their greatest needs and most
prevalent concerns for the future
and saw some common themes emerge:
1. The need for more stable, affordable housing
2. Greater access to tutoring and after school/ summer school
programs for children
3. More job opportunities for people in transition
4. G
 reater resources to support mental health and long-term
recovery from addiction and illness
5. Wider access to transportation to bridge the gaps
that MARTA doesn’t reach
6. More collaboration among non-profits and the space to do so

It is clear from all that we learned about organizations that seek
to meet the needs of those around us that Midtown is home
to vibrant and life-changing work among our city’s most vulnerable
and in need populations, as well as a center of rapid commercial,
residential, and institutional growth.

Achieve Atlanta
Aid Atlanta
Arthur Blank YMCA
Atlanta Children’s Shelter
Atlanta Legal Aid Society
Atlanta Speech School
Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Atlanta
Church of Common Ground
Central Outreach and Advocacy
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA)
City of Refuge
Crossroads Community Ministries
Emmaus House
Emory University Hospital Midtown
Families First
First Step
Gateway 24/7
Georgia Works
Grady Hospital NIC Unit and Social Services
Grateful Hearts Ministries
Hands on Atlanta
Hope Atlanta
Mary Hall Freedom House
Mercy Care
New American Pathways
Nicholas House
Open Doors
Our House
Partnership Against Domestic Violence
Purpose Built Schools
Regional Commission on Homelessness
Safe House
St. Vincent de Paul
Trinity Community Ministries/Trinity Table
United Way
Zaban Paradies Center

Looking Ahead
In our final learning together session, on November 24,
we will share all that we have learned from other churches
who have also engaged in the creative process of imagining
the future and legacy of their own properties. During that
session, we’ll share stories ranging from the bucolic
countryside of North Carolina to the bustling streets
of Manhattan. There is a lot of exciting work happening
across The Episcopal Church and beyond, all of which
is inspiring for our own place and time.
2020 will be a year in the life of All Saints’ when we will
invite everyone to dream together for the future of our block.
We will want to hear your voice, and we will want to hear
the views and insights of our local community. There is a great
deal to look forward to in that work of discernment
and discovery, more details of which will be shared at our
final learning together session in November.

https://futureofourblock.org
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